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Landing in Fiji in the city of
Nadi, my family and § stepped
off the airplane to a slight!
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tars emd singing “My
we picked up our luggage, the
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happy.”
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board the Sun Air i
plane, [ heard the m mmm,
birds, their deep, haunting
voices sounding like a CD of
the rain forest.

We left for the island of Va-
nua Levu, heading toward a

Ah, Fiji. The name, let a{one pictures of the place, conjures thoughts cf the romanhc South Seas.
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Fijians are justifiably proud of their traditional ways, and
welcome visitors into community gatherings.

My family loved the colorful
fsh we saw while snorkeling,

scuba diving, kayaking or walk-

ing along, peering into tide
pools. ’
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made of more than th
though. Wesaw aman s
coconutiree effortess
bring down a green coconut,
He tmu}h us how to getto L}
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A bow! of warmth

[n the evening at the rescrt,
the Bula Boys sang Fijian
songs around a traditional kava
baowl Sipping irom the kava
bowl, E' twelcomed by the in-
herentwarmth of the Fijlans,
my new friends, \Hm invited me
to walk with « medicine man,
attend a tradilionai Il)nmm(l
ding. take a hike mumm forest
and visit with a chicfin alocal
vili
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happe I‘IJ‘, The re
staff told us to be sure (o
an upcoming o aditional we
ding. A few days later, the | brid

and groom, both guests ¢ oithe
1, also invited
Four warniors carricd the
bride on a raff to meet the
wroom. One person blew
conch shell, and swo drucuners
beat o wooden drum, alerting
the villagers a celebration was
coming.

Before the ceremony. a choir
sang hymns in Fijian, ancl the
Fesort community sang,
hummed and shared in the cow
ple’s joy. Under a flowery cane-
py, the bride and groou ex-
changed thelr vows.

Aswe drove to Wa
Forest Preserve, an o0
rooster, pig, cow, hovse, o fant
itv appeared, tend he lanih,
Slowly, the houses g e way Lo
lush tropical vegetation, thena
grove of pine trees emerge 1,
throwing the senses ol a ve-
minder of logging activity. The
rain forest itself provide da
hlanket of soft rain, arigorous
hike, walls of green plants, and
an invitdng wateriall.

The rescrt adheres to the
preservation principles of J
Michiel Cousteau’s Ocean i

and
hrase,
YOU Pro-
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and beauty ol th i
are to protect, The mes
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showing dynamite tossed iato
the ocean for fishing and dc =
struction of the rain fo
Bul thanks to the
crvironmentalists, such prac-
Hees are being curtailed. Local
dshermen used to put a poison-
ous plant in the water to make
Larvesting casier, [t hurt the
sensilive coralreef environ-
ment an d is no longer prac-

s rv, anong );uﬁt
croup dedicated o preserving
the environment and cultures
of the islands, said thatin the
villuge of Nadogo, the group
provided funding for basic ac-
cess road improvements in ex-
change fora ap \tmu\m cove-
ant preserving a

-

Jd,
mzih a kindergarten and
fcal dispensary, and in turn
Hagers created a 400-acre
rain-forest reserve.

Making frlends
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root, ﬂou, and rice, Iwonc
\\wula be we }

Pares came logether
‘m als felt like
iend, wich
the ex ‘»mln d wartat that only
a friend can bring to a new so-
ciu} gathering. We presented
the kava to © ief; he thank-
el us and welcomed us into the
Women placed leis
made of feaves and flowers
over owr necks. A couple of
men played guitars while the
wormmen sang and taughtusa
dance; three steps together and
1 tops back.

Moving to the beat of the
strumuning guitar and the whis-

ting coconut palms, [ danced to
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o Jean-Michel
Cousteau Fiji
Isiands Resort:
(800} 246-3454;
wwnw.fijiresort com
+ Jean-Michel Cousteau’s
Ocean Futures Soclety: (805)
899-8899; www.oceanfutures.org
s Saacology: (510) 559-3505;
WWW.SBaC0{0gy.org

« Fiji tourism: (800) 932-3454;
www.oulafiji.com



