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Natural and Cultural History Museum Opens
on Minicoy Island, India

t was a busy day on Minicoy Island when the new Natural and Cultural

Heritage Museum had its grand opening. Earlier that morning, teams
from the island’s villages packed into traditional jehadoni boats and raced
each other around the atoll; next came the arrival of the Honorable Ad-
ministrator of Lakshadweep, Minicoy’s archipelago. Minicoy is so small
and isolated that they receive these administrative visits just once a year,
so they made the most of it, literally rolling out the red carpet for his arrival
at the museum opening.

The museum, which we helped fund in exchange for the creation of a 2,471-
acre marine reserve, intends to educate Minicoy islanders and tourists about
the unique cultural history of the Minicoy people. Though part of India,
Minicoy has a deep connection to the Maldives: they speak a dialect
of the Maldivian language, and in fact their nearest neighboring
island, 80 miles south, is a part of the Maldives.

On display, visitors can find traditional relics, many of which
were donated by local families, like tools for making coir rope
and decorated coconut shells meant for carrying neera, a drink
made from palm nectar. At the opening, many Minicoy children
dressed in traditional clothes and got a chance to try their hand at
some old fashioned islander practices, like hammering out hooks
for tuna fishing. «

See more photos from Minicoy’s Natural and Cultural Heritage Museum
opening on page 3.
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LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN

he father of modern botany, Carl Linnaeus, in his

1751 tome Philosophia Botanica proposed that the
Garden of Eden had been planted on a high tropi-
cal island. That way tigers could live happily in the
lowland rainforest and penguins on the high alpine
glaciers. While today we may smile at his charming
if naive account, Linnaeus was correct in conceptual-
izing islands as engines of creation.

It is no accident that Charles Darwin discovered the
theory of evolution through natural selection dur-
ing his voyage to the Galapagos islands. On the way
there, he pondered why different plants were found
in the Cape Verde islands than in the mainland, and
then realized that physical differences in the Gala-
pagos finches evidenced adaptive responses to their
different island habitats.

Paul Alan Cox, Seacology Chairman

Islands are hot spots of species diversity due to a variety of evolutionary forces. They are also
extraordinarily vulnerable. A majority of recorded plant and animal extinctions have occurred
on islands. What once were considered vestiges of Eden are now major theaters of species
destruction.

Seacology, the world’s premier charity focused on islands, partners with indigenous peoples to
protect islands throughout the world. We currently have conservation projects on 126 islands
in 48 different countries. All of this is done in an extremely efficient manner so each dollar of
your gift has maximum impact.

I'am proud to be associated with Seacology and I hope that you are as well. Thank you so much
for helping us save the world one island at a time.

Cordjially,
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Paul Alan Cox

Seacology Project Update: Fiji

We’re happy to
announce the
official opening of the
community center in
Tokou, a seaside vil-
lage in Fiji. They were
in need of a new cen-
ter since a cyclone de-
stroyed the previous
one 20 years ago. To
celebrate the grand
opening, Tokou vil-
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lagers welcomed a S ' s

few members of Sea- = S e T P2 Y ]
cology (Board Mem-  Gathered in their new community center, Tokouans prepare to serve kava.
ber Peter Read, Devel-

opment Director Aaron Rashba, and our two Fiji field representatives Harry and Jackie
Powell) for an official opening ceremony full of kava, food, singing, and dancing. As
for their 356-acre marine reserve, which they established two years ago in exchange for
the community center, villagers reported seeing an increase in fish stock and overall
biodiversity. +
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Project Update:
El Nido, Philippines

ere’s the second of two guardhouses

built to help locals in El Nido patrol
their 470-acre marine protection zone. Con-
struction on these guardhouses had been
slow-going due to gravel shortages in the
region.

Nonetheless, patrollers have been able to
make use of their new patrol boats, buoys,
signage, and other miscellaneous equipment
to great effect, even apprehending a poacher.

We also provided locals with equipment
for roasted cashew production, which has
already grown into a profitable operation—
the cashews are being sold in hand-woven
boxes in the boutiques of some of El Nido’s
top resorts.

The protected area features a variety of
marine habitats, including coral reefs,
mangroves, and seagrass. It’s also a nesting
area for sea turtles and a feeding ground for

dugongs. +

PROJECT UPDATES

This guardhouse on El Nido island will help locals patrol their marine protection zone, an area that includes coral reef,
mangrove, and seagrass habitats.

More Photos from Museum Opening in Minicoy, India

ABOVE: A girl holds the scissors for the ceremonial

ribbon-cutting.

RIGHT: Minicoy
artifacts on
display.

BELOW:
Decorative
coconut shells
used to collect
and transport
neera, a drink
made from palm
nectar.
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SPECIES-OLOGY!

Species-ology! Spotlight on the Pygmy Sloth sy susan racanen

he animals on our planet provide a

never-ending source of wonder. Televi-
sion now offers a bounty of programs that
can focus on animals from all over the vast
expanses of Earth or just a small land frag-
ment in a forgotten corner of the world. Yet,
even with this dazzling array of species in
their varied terrains, certain creatures pique
our interest more than others, and for under-
standable reasons.

Here we come to the sloth. Not menacing
or riotously colored, sloths captivate on a
more thoughtful level. They are the world’s
slowest mammal and live strictly in trees
hanging upside-down, spending their whole
lives within an area of about an acre. They're
so slow that algae, beetles and moths make
permanent homes in their fur. Did  mention
they are proficient swimmers? Oh yes, they
are curious indeed.

Six species of sloth exist today, four of which
are “three-toed” (Brown-throated sloth,
Maned sloth, Pale-throated sloth and the
Pygmy three-toed sloth) and two species
are “two-toed” (Hoffman’s two-toed sloth
and Linnaeus’ two-toed sloth). Three-toed
sloths are slightly smaller, slower-moving,
and less active. Two-toed sloths have a more
prominent snout, longer fur and no tail.

They’re all picky eaters, surviving mostly
on leaves of the Cecropia tree in the rain-

forest canopy, though the pygmy sloth has
adapted to eat the leaves of red mangrove
trees. Because very little energy is provided
by their diet, the sloth’s metabolism adjusts
accordingly. Economizing on movement is
crucial, which is why they’re so slow.

Female sloths have a 6-8 month gestation
period to produce one young. They are fabu-
lous mothers, carrying their babies around
for nearly three years. Eventually, mothers
will move to a new territory, leaving the
offspring in its familiar habitat.

Sloths have a handful of natural enemies,
including jaguars, harpy eagles, ocelots and
anacondas, but homo sapiens pose the greatest
threat, destroying the sloth’s natural habitat
and hunting them for meat. The pygmy sloth
is particularly threatened —found only in the
tangle of mangroves on a miniscule island
12 miles off the coast of Panama, merely 200
individuals remain.

Seacology helps protect the critically en-
dangered pygmy three-toed sloth with our
project on their home island, Escudo de
Veraguas. Just 15 years ago the island was
unpopulated; now 120 fisher people make it
their home. Seacology provides the commu-
nity with environmentally-sound cooking al-
ternatives to abate the cutting of mangroves
for charcoal, which leads to destruction of
the pygmy sloth’s only home. These cook-

ing stoves are a much healthier option for
them as well, cutting down on exposure to
carbon monoxide when cooking indoors.
Seacology’s strength remains its sensitivity
to indigenous cultures as well as the species
and habitats in their charge. With your help,
we are finding solutions to some of the most
difficult challenges our planet faces. Hope-
fully, the pygmy three-toed sloth will be a
success story for all going forward. ¢

Sloths are slow in trees but are decent swimmers, like
this pygmy sloth.
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Project Update: Bathway Beach, Grenada

he Sea Turtle Education Center near Bathway Beach
opened its doors in early October of 2011 in a ceremony

that attracted local media and even some political VIPs, in-
cluding Grenada’s Prime Minister Tillman Thomas.

Photo by Gerry McPhail

Bathway Beach is a popular destination not just for tourists but
for the endangered leatherback turtle, many of which come
here to lay eggs. A local nonprofit called Ocean Spirits has
been leading the way making Bathway Beach a safe environ-
ment for the turtles to nest, and in recent years has seen the
number of visiting turtles increase.

But with more sea turtles come more tourists, which has
created an unexpected problem: the crowds can disrupt the
turtles during the nesting process by being too noisy or just
getting too close.

The Sea Turtle Education Center will give visitors a designated
spot where they can learn about the turtles and join official
supervised tours. Seacology provided funds for basic build-
ing items (shelves, counters, and display cases) as well as for
educational materials, like displays, posters, and multimedia
equipment. ¢

Seacology field representative Tyrone Buckmire gives a tour of the new Sea Turtle Education
Center to members of the media and Tillman Thomas, Grenada’s Prime Minister.




Photo by Erik Patel

Seacology Board of Directors
Approves New Island Projects

'1"'he following projects were approved by Seacology’s Board of Directors at their January 27,
2012 meeting:

BAHAMAS - Signage and two small cabanas for educational information and for use as a
rest spot in national parks—DPelican Cay and Fowl Cay, Abaco Islands.

BELIZE - Reinforcement and stabilization of the Seacology-funded Port Honduras Marine
Reserve Ranger Station — Abalone Caye.

FEDERATED STATES OF MICRONESIA - Community house for the residents of Pakin
Atoll in exchange for the protection of a new 124-acre marine no-take area in perpetu-
ity —Pohnpei.

FIJT - Construction of a kindergarten in exchange for the planting and protection of a
4,000-acre forest area for a minimum duration of 20 years—Qumusea, Vanua Levu Island.

INDIA - Wildlife rescue and natural history resource center in exchange for the planting
and protection of 741 acres of mangrove forest for a duration of 10 years—Bali Island,
Sundarbans.

MADAGASCAR - Construction of a footbridge and three primary school classrooms with
furnishings and a restroom block in exchange for a new 4,819-acre rainforest reserve for a
duration of 30 years— Antsahaberaoka Village, Marojejy National Park. (Pictured below)

PANAMA - Alternative cooking technology for Ngobe Bugle fisher families, and signage
and mooring buoys for the protection of species including pygmy sloths and their habi-
tats—Escudo de Veraguas Island.

SAMOA - Refurbishment of an existing resource center for Safata District and construction
of a new resource center for the Aleipata District in exchange for support of an existing
1,280-acre no-take marine area in perpetuity —Upolu Island.

TONGA - Refurbishment of an existing community hall and its facilities, including a new
bathroom, water tank, gutters and furnishings in exchange for support of 531 acres of Fish
Habitat Reserves for a minimum of 10 years—Ovaka Village, Vava'u Group.

This dilapidated schoolhouse in Madagascar’s Antsahaberaoka village will be replaced with
three new primary school classrooms equipped with furnishings and a restroom block.

NEW ISLAND PROJECTS

Upcoming Travel:

Uganda
July 22-30, 2012

Uganda’ s natural
parks are famous
for their diversity, home
to exotic birds, large cats,
and powerful primates.
Over our nine day jour-
ney we’ll explore the
rainforest in search of
he endangered moun-
tain gorilla, navigate
through the Kazinga Channel among hippos and crocodiles,
and traverse the Ugandan savanna to look for elephants and
rare tree-climbing lions.

Along the way we'll also visit the chimpanzee sanctuary on
Ngamba Island, in Lake Victoria, where Seacology funds were
used to install a much-needed solar-powered medical refrig-
erator to better care for the sanctuary’s 42 resident chimps.

This trip is currently full, but contact us if you'd like to be
placed on the waiting list. For more info, see the brochure at
www.Seacology.org/Travel.

Seacology Travel in 2013

We're in the early stages of planning Seacology expeditions for
next year. Stay tuned for more travel announcements as details
and dates are set.

* Mexico - Spotting Blue Whales off Baja California, Mexico
(February 2013)

e Philippines - One week on a livaboard dive boat visiting
famous dive sites around Tubbataha Reef, followed by
a stay at the Amanpulo Resort and a visit to a Seacology
project. (April 2013)

* Mexico - Cage diving with great white sharks plus a visit
to a Seacology project on Guadalupe Island. (August
2013)

Seacology Bids Adieu to our
Development Associate

Carynne Mclver

n early June, Carynne Mc-

Iver, our intrepid Devel-
opment Associate, will be
leaving Seacology to return
to her home state of North
Carolina. Since joining Sea-
cology in 2009, Carynne has
been doing stellar work for
us managing our grants and
foundation relationships as
well as assisting with donor
communications. We thank
her for all she has done for
Seacology and wish her the
best of luck.




SEACOLOGY FELLOWS

Kimo Campbell (1947-2012)

n February, we said goodbye to Seacology board member Kimo Campbell, who
died of complications from ALS. He had been a member of Seacology’s board since
2004.

A life-long environmental activist and philanthropist, Campbell was known for his
work promoting environmental protection and civil rights in Hawaii, the state in
which he was raised.

“For an organization focused on conservation of island cultures and habitats, Kimo
Campbell was a perfect leader and board member,” says Dr. Paul Cox, Seacology’s
Chairman. “With a deep reverence for his own Hawaiian heritage, Kimo continued
to extend the reach of his philanthropy to other island nations. He will be deeply
missed by his friends on the Seacology board and staff.”

Kimo Campbell (left) with Oscar Temaru, the President of French
Polynesia, at a Seacology project opening in 2009.

SEACOLOGY FELLOWS PROGRAM

he Seacology Fellows program honors individuals who make an annual donation of $2,000 or more. Admission to the Fellows Program includes
the following benefits:

e Advance notice of all Seacology trips. Seacology plans several expeditions per year to visit project sites worldwide in locations such as Indonesia,
Samoa, the Bahamas, and Tanzania. These adventure trips offer ample opportunities for cultural discovery, sightseeing, scuba diving, snorkeling,
and hiking, as well as an insider’s view of Seacology’s successful projects.

¢ Invitation to the annual Seacology Prize ceremony. Each year, Seacology honors an outstanding indigenous island conservationist. Past recipients
have hailed from Indonesia, Madagascar, Japan, and many other islands. The next Seacology Prize Ceremony will take place on the evening of

October 11, 2012 at the David Brower Center in Berkeley.

Complimentary copy of Seacology’s signature DVD.
Complimentary Seacology tote bag and lapel pin.

For more information on the Seacology Fellows program, please email Seacology (islands@seacology.org) or call our office at 510-559-3505.

We are most grateful for the support of the following Seacology Fellows:

Howard and Jane Adams

Yvonne Adams and Jeremy Green
John and Betty Ann Altman
Anonymous (4)

The Argus Fund

Pete and Ginny Boyce

Peter and Mimi Buckley

Yvon Chouinard

Robert Epstein and Amy Roth
Gordon and Doris Firestein

Phyllis K. Friedman

Robert and Michelle Friend
Markus Fromherz and Heike Schmitz
Cornelia Funke

Theodore and Frances Geballe
lan Glascock

John and Marcia Goldman

Craig and Susan Grube

Esmond Harmsworth and James Richardson
Robert and Rosemary Heil
Hellman Family Foundation

The Henry Foundation

Michael Hofman and Janet Moyer
Cynthia Hubach

Lezlie Johnson

Wendy E. Jordan

Alison and Arthur Kern

Murray and Jeanie Kilgour

John and Janet Kister

Acknowledgement (with your permission) on Seacology’s website, newsletter and annual report.

Special reports and articles throughout the year covering Seacology’s island projects.

Henry and Carole Klyce

Lancy Foundation

Lang Foundation

David and Valerie London

Mary Love May and Paul Gabrielson
Nancy and John Malo

Taka Moriuchi/Axe Taka, Inc.
Mark Murzin and Kris Knoernschild
Jane Napier

Peter and Zina Pistor

Lisa Rosenthal

Dan Sandel and Joyce Manos
Roger and Victoria Sant

Sarlo Philanthropic Fund

Rand and Carol Selig

Greg and Liz Sparks

Marc and Eva Stern

Cyrus and Barbara Sweet

Anne Symchych

Maria Taft

Laura Tietz

Paul and Leigh Tischler

Cindy and Richard Troop

Ward Family Foundation

Alex Weinstein and Betty Helton
Herbert and Jan West

Wayne and Julissa Westerman
Gregory and Patti White




SEACOLOGY DONORS

SEACOLOGY’S GENEROUS 2011 DONORS

ISLAND BENEFACTORS ($50,000 and up):

Anonymous (1)

The Argus Fund

Cinco Hermanos Fund

Nu Skin Force for Good Foundation
James and Gretchen Sandler

ISLAND PATRONS ($20,000-$49,999):

Anonymous (2)

Arntz Family Foundation

CIBC FirstCaribbean International Bank
Flora Family Foundation

Frankel Family Foundation

Jamieson Foundation

Masayuki and Tamako Kishimoto
Lancy Foundation

Moore Family Foundation

Ken Murdoc

Newman’s Own Foundation

Shari Sant Plummer and Dan Plummer
Marsha Garces Williams

ISLAND GUARDIANS ($5,000-$19,999):

John and Betty Ann Altman
Anonymous (3)

Larry and Wendy Barels

Peter and Mimi Buckle

Michael Burbank and Cindy Roberts
Kimo Campbell

Yvon Chouinard

Clif Bar Family Foundation

Dr. Paul and Barbara Cox

Robert Epstein and Amy Roth

Paul and Dianne Felton

Phyllis K. Friedman

Wallace Alexander Gerbode Foundation
Scott and Lisa Halsted

Esmond Harmsworth and James Richardson
Robert and Rosemary Heil

Hellman Family Foundation

The Henry Foundation

Douglas and Carolen Herst

Islands Magazine

Wendy E. Jordan

Jan Jorgensen

Alison and Arthur Kern

Tove Kirkeng and Trond Austgarden
Cathy Klema and David Resnick
Henry and Carole Klyce

Mennen Environmental Foundation
Barbara Meyer

Jane Napier

Bernard Osher Foundation

Gordon Radley

Roger and Victoria Sant

Joseph E. and Catherine E. Scalzo
Greg and Liz Sparks

The Skirball Foundation

Anne Symchych

Sandie Tillotson

Paul and Leigh Tischler

Cindy and Richard Troop

James and Cynthia Walker

White Pine Fund

ISLAND DONORS ($1,000-$4,999):

Howard and Jane Adams

Yvonne Adams and Jeremy Green
Anonymous (1)

Ann Aslid

Alexander & Baldwin Foundation
Paul Bartlett and Yumi Nakagawa
Pete and Ginny Boyce

An§elique Chao

Melanie Cook

Cottonwood Foundation

Christiane and Florian Donnersmarck
Glenn and Bettina Duval

Kathryn Fox

Robert and Michelle Friend

Markus Fromherz and Heike Schmitz
Theodore and Frances Geballe

Tan Glascock

John and Marcia Goldman

Ken and Leitner Greiner

Craig and Susan Grube

Terri Hearsh

Michael Hofman and Janet Moyer
Cynthia Hubach

Todd and Tatiana James

Murray and Jeanie Kilgour

Douglas and Elizabeth Kinney

John and Janet Kister

Lang Foundation

Ingela and Carleric Lindstrom
David and Valerie London

Mary Love May and Paul Gabrielson
John and Nancy Malo

John McCahan

Drs. Mel McCombie and Harris Friedberg

Taka Moriuchi /Axe Taka, Inc.
Mark Murzin and Kris Knoernschild

Siv Myklebust and Jon Morten Arnesen

Thomas Nerger

Steve Nieters

William Oberbeck, Jr.

Monika Patel

Tom and Jamel Perkins

Peter and Zina Pistor

William and Eva Price

Reef and Rainforest

Wen Rosencrance

Dan Sandel and Joyce Manos
Sarlo Philanthropic Fund
Rand and Carol Seli

John L. and Giselle Sexsmith
Duane Silverstein and Marcia Stewart
Michael and Marilyn Staffieri
Marc and Eva Stern

Cyrus and Barbara Sweet
Christine Symchych

Maria Taft

Laura Tietz

Jake Warner and Toni Thara
Alex Weinstein and Betty Helton
Herbert and Jan West

Wayne and Julissa Westerman
Gregory and Patti White

Jeff Yonover

ISLAND FRIENDS ($500-$999):

Anonymous

Foster Bam

Wendy Benchley

Kris Billeter

Mary Boyce

Emily Cox

George Rowan, Jr.

Tim and Beth Emanuels
Excel Translations, Inc.
Cynthia Flynn and Deirdre Boyle
Stephen Frick

Cornelia Funke

Paul Gabbert and Barbara Counter
Gary and Gail Hartstein

John Hunting

C. Bradford Jeffries

Johnston Family Foundation
Suzanne Keith

Andrew Luk

Bryan Mattern

Dana Nojima and Elaine Lyford-Nojima
Carol and Michael Parker

Eric Potsdam

Gary and Abby Pruitt

Dennis and Katherine Sargent

John and Lucretia Sias

Rickie Sterne and Chrisanda Button
Cherri and Randy Tom

Rob Unruh

John Yee

Seacology receives many  gifts under the $500 level.
All of these gifts are very important to us. However,
space limitations prevent us from listing the name of
each and every donor.
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Seacology Has Launched:

Eg acres of island

terrestrial habitat

EEEE acres of coral
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EB countries across
planet

Seacology is the world’s premier nonprofit environmental organization with the sole and unique purpose of preserving
the environments and cultures of islands throughout the globe. From Fiji in the South Pacific to Madagascar off the
coast of Africa, from islands in the North Atlantic to tropical islands of Southeast Asia, from Bali to Micronesia and
from Polynesia to Iceland, Seacology launches projects to help preserve island environments and cultures.




