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Dive the Philippines with Seacology 

Seacology is excited to announce its upcoming dive trip to the gorgeous Philippine Islands, coordinated by 

Reef and Rainforest, international leaders in dive and adventure travel. Comprised of over 7,000 islands, the 

Philippines stretch from south China to the northern tip of Borneo and contain some of the world’s most 

pristine beaches and coral reefs. Our trip will include a 10-day expedition aboard the region’s most 

luxurious liveaboard, the Philippine Siren, as well as 4 days at the beautiful Lagen Island Resort, located in 

the region of El Nido.  

One of the world’s premier dive locations, the Philippine reefs 

remain largely unexplored, and are ideal for the adventurous 

diver. Offering a wide array of marine life, including 

hammerhead and whitetip sharks, manta rays, barracudas, 

diverse corals, and many other reef species. The Boracay region 

is also home to World War II-era Japanese shipwrecks, as well 

as the Apo Reef, the world’s second-largest contiguous coral 

reef and a UNESCO World Heritage Site, both of which provide 

unique and fascinating dive experiences. With one of the 

world’s most spectacular liveaboard dive boats as our home, we 

will have all comforts necessary to enjoy the rich biodiversity of 

Philippine’s oceans.  

Following our time on the Siren, we will journey via prepaid charter flight to the region’s most eminent 

resort, located on Lagen Island in Palawan Island’s El Nido Cove. The world-renowned resort offers 

breathtaking views and has won many awards for its environmentally friendly operations and first rate 

service. While at El Nido, we will visit two nearby Seacology project sites, witnessing first-hand the 

transformative power of Seacology’s work.  

Join Seacology in January 2011 on this trip of a lifetime, and witness for yourself the vibrant beauty and rich 

biodiversity of the Philippines’ marine life, all while enjoying world-class comforts aboard the Siren and at 

the Lagen Island Resort.  

The Philippine Siren 

The Lagen Island Resort at El Nido Cove 



Dive the Philippines with Seacology: Itinerary 

Our first 10 days will be spent aboard the Philippine Siren, the region’s most luxurious liveaboard. Built on 
the Indonesian Island of Sulawesi, the Siren is handcrafted from ironwood and teak, and designed by and 
for divers. The Siren offers a spacious outdoor dining area, air-conditioned salon, expansive leisure and dive 
decks, and 8 air-conditioned cabins with personal computers, entertainment systems, and ensuite 
bathrooms. All diving and use of enriched air Nitrox are provided at no extra coast, as are the use of kayaks 
in the beautiful Philippine waters. Laundry service, massages, and a boutique are also available on board. 
With world-class amenities on a majestic vessel, we will be poised to view the Philippines’ rich marine life 
and relax on its alluring waters.  
 
**Reef and Rainforest can help you make your own travel arrangements to Boracay Island** 

January 11: Meet at Boracay Island (2 dives)  
Meet at Boracay Island’s Ferry Station at 2pm. The day will 
include a checkout dive and an optional night dive after 
dinner.  
 

January 12: Boracay and Carabo Island (4 dives)  
Dive 1 – Yapak 1, includes a chimney to descend and an exit 
at 40 m for the brave. 
Dive 2 – Yapak 2, where we will view hammerhead, grey, 

and whitetip reef sharks as well as manta and eagle 
rays.  

Dive 3 – Cathedral Cave, a fish-filled cave, this dive is 
suitable even for novice divers. 
Dive 4 – Village Mountain, a night dive to visit good reef fish and some large pelagic species. 
 

January 13: Maniquin (4 dives)  
Dives 1 & 2 – North Face, an exciting dive with views of hammerheads and manta rays. 
Dives 3 & 4 – South Face, as inspiring as the North Face, and including bumphead parrotfish.  
 

January 14: Kaluya, Sibay, Simirara, and Llin islands (4 dives) 
The day will be spent diving around these four islands, whose waters contain colorful and pristine 
corals and abundant fish life, as well as many patrolling sharks.  

 
January 15-17: Apo Reef, an UNESCO World Heritage Site (12 dives) 

Our three days here will include a dozen dives around Apo 
Reef, the world’s second-largest contiguous coral reef. The 
reef’s northeast side contains drop-offs and overhangs where 
whitetip and grey reef sharks, turtles, barracuda, and shoals of 
snapper are often found. Steeper areas of the reef often attract 
hammerhead sharks and manta rays. The reef itself is 
ensconced in a diversity of corals, including table, staghorn, 
porites, fire, and a variety of soft corals.  

 
January 18 & 19: Busuanga Island and the Coron Wrecks (4 dives) 

The next two days will be spent diving around Busuanga 
Island, the largest of the Calamian Group of Islands, which 
contain numerous wrecks from World War II-era vessels. Similar to Micronesia’s Truk Lagoon, 
Busuanga Island offers depths within the range of recreational divers and favorable currents. The 
twelve diveable wrecks include a variety of auxiliary ships as well as the Akitsushima, a true 
warship located at a depth of 20-38m.  

Pristine Philippine waters 

A school of fish in the world-famous Apo Reef 



January 20: Busuanga Island (2 dives) 
Dive 1 – Cayangan Lake, a unique dive in a turquoise freshwater lake which is surrounded by 

spectacular limestone pinnacles and supplied by a hot spring.  
Dive 2 – TBD; we will have the opportunity to choose between Coral Garden and Gunter’s 

Cathedral.  
 
January 21-25: Lagen Island El Nido Resort (4 days) 

After spending a final night aboard the Siren, we will 
travel via a prepaid charter flight to the Lagen Island El 
Nido Resort, one of the Philippines’ premier resorts. Set 
in the El Nido Cove, and fringed by a thick primary 
forest, the Lagen Island Resorts’ four hectares showcase 
some of the Palawan region’s most stunning flora and 
fauna. With a private cove, trails ideal for viewing many 
of the diverse bird species found in Palawan, and access 
to hiking, lagoon tours, cave tours, mangrove river 
tours, bottom fishing, kayaking, sailing, windsurfing, 
and cultural activities, as well as numerous snorkeling 
and diving options, the resort offers something for 
everyone. The resort’s clubhouse includes an air-conditioned main dining area, game area, library, 
clinic, swimming pool, and poolside bar. Rooms are constructed of antique and recycled woods and 
outfitted with choice amenities, including a hair dryer, mini-bar, stereo system with CD player, and 
IDD telephone. (http://www.elnidoresorts.com/) 

 
Diving and snorkeling opportunities abound at the Lagen Island Resort. The surrounding waters 
contain a wealth of marine life, including over 200 species of tropical fish and 100 coral species and 
dolphins, whales, and dugongs. The sandy beaches provide nesting ground for three endangered 
species of sea turtles—green, hawksbill, and olive ridley turtles.  

 
In addition to hiking, snorkeling, and relaxing, our time at El Nido will also include site visits to 
Seacology’s nearby projects, where we have supported coral reef and marine preservation efforts. 
We will have the opportunity to dive or snorkel at Seacology’s artificial project, which uses 

manmade coral-like materials to create an 
infrastructure on destroyed reefs, allowing the 
ecosystem to regain its health. We will also 
snorkel in a stunning marine protected area set 
aside by four local villages and visit the nearby 
mangrove reserve. These villages engage in 
cashew production as an alternative livelihood 
activity, and we will be visiting the community’s 
facility. We will be accompanied by Seacology’s 
fantastic Philippine field representative, Ferdie 
Marcelo. 

 

The inspiring El Nido Cove 
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Pricing Information 
The cost of the trip includes all meals and diving, accommodations on the Philippine Siren and at the Lagen 
Island Resort, a Seacology guide throughout, two Seacology site visits, and charter flights from the point of 
disembarkation of the Siren to the Lagen Island Resort and from the Lagen Island Resort to Manila to catch 
your outgoing flight.  
 
Those who do not dive are invited to join us at the Lagen Island Resort to explore the area’s natural beauty 
and visit Seacology project sites. This option will include round trip charter flights between Manila and the 
resort. Priority for Lagen Island accommodations will be given to those reserving the Philippine Siren 
portion as well.  
 

**Full Package (Philippine Siren & Lagen Island Resort)** 
 
Double occupancy (per person):   $6,600 ($3,300 deposit) 
 
Single occupancy:    $10,500 ($5,250 deposit) 
 

**Lagen Island Only** 
 
Double occupancy (per person):   $2,000 ($1,000 deposit) 
 
Single occupancy:    $3,300 ($1,650 deposit) 
 
A deposit of 50% is required to confirm a space. Excluding an administrative fee of $500 (or $300 for Lagen 
Island trip only), this is refundable until 6 months prior to departure (July 11, 2010), at which point it is non-
refundable. Final payment is due October 4, 2010.  
 
The above costs include a $100 per person tax deductible contribution to Seacology’s carbon offset fund. 
 
Reservations should be made through Reef & Rainforest. Payments may be in the form of check or credit 
card (MasterCard, Visa, or American Express). There is no additional charge for credit card payments.  
 
To make your reservations, contact Jenny Collister at Reef & Rainforest at: 
 jenny@reefrainforest.com or (415) 289-1760 ext. 302 
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